
The field of Engineering is growing on a daily 
basis, especially among young women in the 
United States. Here at GC, we are forunate to 
have a passionate group of girls who care about 
the future of women who want a career in En-
gineering. 

The acryonum stands for Girls Enering Engi-
neering Club. The girls in this club have a pas-
sion for all things Engineering and they want 

to make sure they spread that passion. They are 
invovled in many outreach programs and have 
participated in numerous conferences to high-
light the field. Girls in this club have also been 
key note speakers at a couple of events includ-
ing Collier County’s iStem Conference with our 
Superintendent, Dr. Kamela Patton. They were 
also speakers at the state’s PLTW State Confer-
ence. 

If you are interested in joining this club, you 
can see Mr. DePuy in room 6-172 for more in-
formation. 

Fast food is an undeniable part of 
the American culture. We have all 
heard the McDonald’s “I’m lovin’ 
it” jingle or seen the Burger King 
commercial of chicken nuggets 
being dunked in sauce to advertise 
their new meal deals. These fast 
food giants are constantly adver-
tising their food. 

The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention released new in-
formation about all the fast food 
consumption among children.

“About 34% of all children and 
adolescents, aged 2 to 19, consume 
fast food on any given day.” Said 
Cheryl Frayar of the CDC’s Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics.

This means that 1 out of every 
3 children are munching on fries, 
chicken nuggets, burgers or pizza. 

In more than 12 percent of Ameri-
cans, their daily diet is obtained 
through fast food. 

The top reasons that teens eat 
fast food it that it is quick, easy, in-
expensive, and it tastes good. Even 
though the food it readily available 
and rather inexpensive, fast food 
must be eaten in moderation due to 
the unhealthy amounts of sodium, 
fat, carbohydrates, and calories 
that are contained and consumed in 
a typical meal. A McDonald’s Big 
Mac meal with a large fries con-
tains 1,050 Calories, 9 grams of 
sugar, 114 grams of carbohydrates, 
1,260 mg of sodium, and 52 grams 
of fat according to McDonald’s 
own nutritional facts.

Fast food giants have partnered 
with beverage giants such as Coca-

Cola and Pepsi. The average 20 
ounce size serving of a non-diet 
soda contains 240 Calories, 67.5 
grams of sugar, 65 grams of car-
bohydrates, and 75mg of sodium. 
The combination of the fast food 
burger, fries, and soda, is a stag-
gering over load to the body.

French fries from McDonalds, 
until recently, were all fried in oil 
containing beef dripping to give 
them their ‘distinctive flavor’. It 
also added so much fat that, per-
centage wise, the fries contained 
more fat than a hamburger.

Part of the boom in fast food 
franchises popping up all over 
every the country seems partly due 
to both parents working or one par-
ent households. Kids have made a 

choice to go for the quick and con-
venient fast food meal rather than 
take time and effort to prepare 
a more nutritious meal at home. 
Teenagers are influenced by ad-
vertising and believe that they are 
getting a nutritious meal without 
knowing all of the facts. It is hard 
to convince teenagers to eat food 
in moderation that is tasty, inex-
pensive, and quick when it is being 
reinforced through slick commer-
cials and advertising.

 Religious Freedom Day occurred on Jan-
uary 15th, 2016. In the courtyard, stands were 
set up with brochures, papers, and much more. 
Both teachers and students visited the stands to 
pick up these materials. This day symbolizes 
freedom of religion, which is a Constitutional 
right. (You could instead say: “This day sym-
bolizes the constitutional right to freedom of re-
ligion.”) But some students had other opinions 
about the day.

Most students had positive opinions about 
Religious Freedom Day and they said it made 
them feel like their religion was accepted by the 
school. Collier County hosts this day to show 
that freedom of religion is an important factor 
in the school system. .

“Religious Freedom Day makes students feel 
free- like they’re free to believe in anything they 
desire,” says freshman Hunter McLaughlin.

Although Religious Freedom Day’s effect on 
students and purpose is widely debated by some 
of the student body, this day of recognition will 
not be rejected. This way students can go on 
being free to believe in anything. After all, Re-
ligious freedom is a constitutional right.
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GC Recognizes Religious Freedom Macy’s Teacher of 
the Year Nominee: 

Mrs. Maryann Kelly

Club Spotlight: G.E.E.K.S. 

Our Generation’s 
Fast Food Craze

 by Piper LePree

By Edith Almeida

H.O.S.A. has become one of the most popular 
clubs here at GC. Any student that is interested 
in a future in any health profession, is strongly 
encouraged to join. The club is sponsored by 
none other than Mrs. Ellard, the Medical Acad-
emy Director and Teacher. This club puts a big 
emphasis on the importance of health profes-
sions and education. 

H.O.S.A. hosts many events including an 
annual blood drive and Drug Free Awareness 
Week. The club has also teamed up with the 
Suncoast Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to 
hold a Pennies for Pasta Fundraiser this month. 
Money raised will help fund research and cures 
for both leukemia and lymphoma patients. 

This club does an excellent job of proving 
how GC Cares about its community and the 
world as well. 

 Club Spotlight: H.O.S.A.
By Sophia Neglio

Being a teacher is one of the most rewarding 
careers anyone can dive into. It truly takes a spe-
cial individual to educate and take on the minds 
of the future. Becaause of the hard work and 
dedication it takes, teachers are honored every 
year for being excellent educators. This year, 
our very own Mrs. Kelly, was nomiated to be 
Macy’s Teacher of the Year! 

Mrs. Kelly has been working here for an out-
standing 13 years! She is always ready to lend a 
helping hand and she does it with the brightest 
smile on her face. 

“It feels tremendous to be nominated for the 
Macy’s Teacher of the Year.  In this profes-
sion, there are not  many opportunities for other 
teachers to see their fellow colleagues teach.  In 
my position as a co-teacher, I have the distinct 
pleasure of partnering beside so many other ex-
cellent peer teachers in their classroom, and it is 
from them, many times, that I gain knowledge, 
expertise and inspiration.  What an honor to be 
recognized!”

A very special good luck to Mrs. Kelly. We 
hope she wins this outstanding honor as she is 
already Teacher of the Year in our hearts. 

By Jessica Gardy 
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Collier County 
Teacher of the Year 

Nominee:
Mrs. Jill Broccoletti

One of our very own was also nonimated to 
be Collier County Teacher of the Year. This 
teacher is none other than Mrs. Jill Broccoletti! 
Mrs. Broccoletti has been with Gulf Coast 
since the very first day it opened to students in 
1998. She is an ESE Teacher and a role model 
to all students and teachers here. 

“I am not usually at a loss for words but 
being nominated left me speechless.  I love my 
students and my job.  It’s such an amazing sur-
prise to be noticed doing something that means 
so much to me.”

Mrs. Broccoletti says that she is most re-
warded by teaching life skills to the ESE pop-
ulation.  “I am so excited when they are able to 
make connections from our curriculum to their 
future as independent adults.”

As any loving teacher would, she takes joy 
in seeing her students interact with one another  
and make progress in the community. 

A special good luck to Mrs. Broccoletti as 
well.  She’s a very special Shark and is Col-
lier’s Teacher of the Year in our hearts. 
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   Features                          

MODEL UN TAKES UCLA
BY STORM!

Photos courtesy of Model uN teaM/susaN soulardBy  Savanna Lawrence

Coming Back to the Shark Tank! 
 One of 
the many 
great things 
about our 
school, are 
the amaz-
ing teachers 
that work 
here. Day 
after day, 
and week 
after week, 
they are 

here to push us and help us do our 
best. Though school is challenging for 
us, it’s challenging for them as well, 
especially when you are a new teacher. 
This year, GC was blessed with a for-
mer student turned teacher, Ms. Sundai 
Weston! 
    Ms. Weston was an A+ student 
and she was also one of GC’s best 
volleyball players to grace the Shark 
Tank. After leaving GC, she attend

ed the University of Florida on a full 
scholarship to play Volleyball for the 
Gators. While there, she majored in 
Journalism and Mass Communications. 
    Ms. Weston decided she wanted to 
help kids by sharing her knowledge, and 
thus she came back to GC in the hopes 
of inspiring new incoming Sharks. We 
sat down with Ms. Weston and asked 
her a few questions about being an older 

shark in new waters. 

Q: How does it feel to come back to 
GC?

A: It’s a crazy combination of nostalgia, 
excitement, love, and nerves all bun-
dled together. Gulf Coast was such an 
important piece of my story, and the fact 
that after so many adventures and oppor-
tunities I’m able to come back and be a 
Shark again is unreal. I am so blessed to 
be back not only with students and staff 

by Jessica Gardy

Important 
Dates: 

- Interim 
Reports 

February 12

- No School 
President’s Day

February 15

- No School
Spring Break
March 14-18

- Yearbooks 
on Sale now 

for $80. Price 
increase in 
March. Get 
yours now!

- Grad Bash 
Tickets are still 

on Sale. 

- Prom Court 
Nominations: 
On ANGEL

March 21-24
*Music requests 
may also go in 

at this time

-Prom Tickets 
On Sale

March 21-24 for 
$90  
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    GC is very well known for being one 
the top academic schools in the state. We 
are constantly shining in our efforts and 
crushing our competition. A team that is 
very well known for being on their A game 
is our Model United Nations Team. They 
excel at every competition making GC 
shine year after year. Aiding the team is 
teacher Susan Soulard. She mentors and 
teaches her students to be excellent and 
prepared debators in every aspect. 

      This past Novebmer, the Model United 
Nations team travled all the way to the 
West Coast to compete at the very presti-
gious University of California, Los Ange-
les, also known as UCLA. The competition 
was fierce. There were over 1,500 students 
in attendance with 22 of those being from 
Gulf Coast. 

    “Debate procedures differ greatly on the 
West Coast compared to the East Coast, 
and our students had to adapt quickly in 
order to remain relevant.” said Model UN 
Sponsor Sunsan Soulard.

     The Sharks came home victorious with 
18 individual awards along with a first 
place team award. Among the first place 
winners were Linnea Dulikravich and 
Spencer Gauta. The Shakrs will be trav-
eling to the Universty of Florida January 
29th, to compete for first place once again.
We wish Model UN the best of luck this 
weekend!

“Debate 
procedures 
differ great-

ly on the 
West Coast 
compared 
to the East 
Coast...” - 
Mrs. Susan 

Soulard

I’m so passionate about.
 

Q: What do you love most about teach-
ing? 

A: How much time do you have? I think 
what I love most about teaching is the 
opportunity to learn from one another. 
Yes, ME included. I love the chance we 
have as teachers to not only try and teach 
students things in a new and exciting 
way, more information from the world 
we live in by sharing in each other’s 
successes, picking up others in times 
of failure, and seeing the world from 
someone else’s perspective. Seeing that 
moment of clarity and understanding in 
someone’s eyes helps me go to sleep 

with a smile on my face every night.

Q: Any highlights so far?

A: My highlights have definitely been 
the chance I’ve gotten to attend some of 

the sporting events here at 

GC. Sports have always been a huge part 
of my life and getting to cheer on the 
Sharks has really brought the experience 

of “coming home,” full circle. 

Q: What are some goals you want to 
reach by the end of the year? 

A: Take attendance at the beginning of 
the period! Haha! Just kidding. My goal 
in life always, but especially during this 
year, is to make an impact. I have always 
felt that if you didn’t make someone’s 
life a little better that day, it was a day 
wasted. I hope that by the end of this year 
my students have confidence, believe in 
themselves as much as I believe in them.
   GC welcomes Ms. Weston back with 
open arms. One thing is for sure, we 
can’t wait to see great things from Ms. 
Weston this year and for many years to 

come. 

    Gulf Coast High School has a va-
riety of clubs that the students can join, 
and one of them is the Gay/Straight Al-
liance Club. The GSA is “a club where 
you can come, meet new people, and 
feel accepted,” says freshman Jenisa 

Rodriguez.
In GSA, the members are able to talk 

to one another in an open environment 
with no judgment.  This “[allows] all 

types to feel welcome,” says freshman 
Jessica Le. They discuss questions 

members might have and overall pro-
vide a safe environment where they feel 

understood and accepted. 
The club’s leader and math teacher 

at Gulf Coast, Thomas Croce, “keeps 
us organized,” says freshman Megan 
Schelling. Croce “announces GSA 
events and keeps us updated,” says 
freshman Jessica Le. He helps the 

students feel welcome and comfortable 
with talking to one another. 

The club is full of people from all 
grades and sexualities. “I feel connect-
ed with everyone because they all are  

so accepting and nice,” says Rodriguez. 
Everyone talks to each other regardless 
of grades and they all become friends. 
“I have made a lot of great friends in 
GSA,” says Schelling. Everyone dis-

cusses problems that they have at home 
or at school and everyone is supportive 

one another. All the club members 
listen to each other and do their best to 
offer support and try to provide a way 

to help the other members. 
The GSA recently showed a movie to 
help promote the gay community and 
to promote the club. They also have 

an Instagram so that they can promote 
the club more, announce upcoming 
events, and share the things they do 

with everyone.
“The thing I like best about GSA is that 
no matter who you are you’re accept-

ed,” says Schelling.
GSA is also sponsoring a national 
event called “No Name Calling Week” 
to fight against bullying and name 
calling. For more information, please 
tune into the morning annoucements 
for more information. 

Gay-Straight Alliance 
is Making a Difference 

by Marley Briscoe



Sports

Girls Varsity Soccer on 
Their Way to Regional Finals!

Junior Varsity Cheerleaders Making Serious Noise!

by 
Edith Almeida

  The Lady Sharks have done it 
again! On Wednesday, they took on 
Ida Baker in the Regional Semi-Finals. 
Even though the odds were against 
them, they were victorious with a 
final score of 3-2. The first goal of the 
game was scored by forward Hannah 
McGaunn, giving the Sharks an early 
lead. Hannah scored the goal from 
outside the 18 yard box. 

A while after the first goal of the 
night was scored, forward Veronica 
Rodrigues scored from outside the box 
as well, giving the Sharks their second 
goal of the night. A few minutes before 
the half ended, Ida Baker scored their 
first goal of the night. They almost 
scored another goal but defender Zoe 
Spitzer and goal keeper Viona kept the 
Sharks in the lead by blocking the shot. 
Though the Sharks were in the lead, 
they knew they had to  stay focused. 

Going into the second half, Hannah 
McGaunn scored her second goal of 
the night making the score 3-1, as-
sisted by Veronica Rodrigues. A few 
minutes later, Ida Baker scored their 
second and last goal of the game. 

“It was a really great game. Ida 
Baker played hard and aggressive. 
They came out very strong. However, 
our defense did an amazing job. We 
shut down most of their attempts to 
score. I think that’s what made us 
victorious,” said Madison Adragna, a 
freshman player on Varsity. 

Winning this game means the Lady 
Sharks move on to the Regional Finals 
on  Friday. This is especially important 
to them because this is the furtherst the 
Lady Sharks have ever gone during 
any season. 

Come out and support them on Fri-
day, at 7pm at East Lake High School. 

Spotlight 
on:

Coaches

“One team, one dream.” The Gulf 
Coast High School JV Cheerleading 
Squad is a family-like society who 
always encourages others.  Our very 
own JV Boys Basketball Team brought 
their “A Game” to the court against 
Naples High on the 7th of January, 
leading them to a victory over the 
Eagles by twenty points. The game 
was very well-played and ended with 
a big win, as usual. 

At the games, the GC cheerleaders 
always want the best for the boys and 
always cheer them on no matter what 
the score is. Here in the shark tank, 
our JV cheer team cheered on the boys 
JV basketball team with big smiles 
and tight motions, ending the game 
with  a win.

Like Alexis Pantoja said, “The most 
exciting moments of a game are when 
everyone on the team hits our routine 

perfectly. It’s like a relief when we get 
off and know that everyone did what 
they are supposed to do. In relation 
to the boys playing, the best moments 
are when the score is super close and 
you’re on the edge of your seat waiting 
for them to shoot and take home a win.” 

The JV Cheerleaders love cheering 
on the boys because it helps with their 
confidence. Even if we are losing by a 
huge amount of points, our GC cheer-
leaders will still cheer them on. 

Kylee Slaughter said, “All the games 
are extremely interesting and fun, but 
I’d have to say that this game was the 
best due to crushing Naples High by 
about 20 points.” 

The Shark Cheerleaders have worked 
very hard the past year. Immediately 
after football season was over, it was on 
to cheer for basketball season. 

“I love cheering! It’s so much fun. 
I love to show everyone what kinds 
of dances, stunts, and cheers we have 

been working on.” Edith Almeida, a 
Freshman on JV Cheerleading, said. 

 “Cheerleading is honestly just a lot 
of fun. It’s stressful and it’s a lot of 
work, but cheering is something we 
all love. We all put in the work, and 
we all get something good out of it. 
Whether it’s a new lesson we learned, 
a new trick, stunt , ect. I’m very lucky 
to be a part of this team and to be able 
to cheer on the boys during games.”

 Cheerleading isn’t just about the 
yelling and cheering, a lot of it is 
about becoming a team and learning 
how to work as a unit.  It is also about 
bringing school spirit and unity.

Our JV shark cheerleaders are truly 
“one family” and are always standing 
strong at every single game. The 
Shark Cheerleaders will be cheering 
on the Girls Varisty Basketball Team 
as they host Disctric Finals this Fri-
day, January 29th, at 7pm in the gym. 

The Lady Sharks have had 
an outstanding season so far.  
Not only do they have some of 
the best athletes on the field, 
but the have a great coach 
helping lead them to victory. 

Ms. Benedict is an English 
Teacher here and also ded-
icates herself to coaching 
multiple sports. She coaches 
Boys Golf and Girls Varsity 
Soccer. 

“Soccer is a unique combi-
nation of skills, strategy, and 
“guts.”  It’s been a fun chal-
lenge as an assistant coach to 
work through these aspects 
with the girls.”

Ms. Benedict is fully de-
voted to coaching and loves 
giving her time to help our 
athletics department. 

“Our team is working well 
together and we have a lot of 
momentum at the right time 
in the season.  It’s exciting for 
the girls and for the school to 
make it this far, but we’re still 
taking it one game at a time.”

Upcoming Events:

Girls Varsity Basketball
District Finals
1/29/16 at 7pm

GCHS Gym

Girls Varsity Soccer
Regional Finals
1/29/16 at 7pm

@ East Lake High School

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
Pre-Season Classic

2/1/16 at 7pm
GCHS Tudryn Stadium

Boys Varsity Soccer
Regional Semi-Finals

2/2/16 at 7pm
GCHS Tudryn Stadium

Boys Varsity Wrestling
Vs. Cypress Lake

2/3/16 at 7pm
GCHS Gym

Girls Varsity soccer coach

Ms. KiM Benedict

Spotlight on:
Athletes
Jorja Ruby 

Senior Varsity Cheerleader

Chanting, stunting, dancing and 
spiriting. These are just a few things 
a cheerleader must do to pump up 
the crowd at any athletic event. 
Cheerleading has taken GC by storm 
this past year with some amazing 
talent. This year, one specific cheer-
leader has made it a point to stand 
out. She made waves this year and 
made the All American National 
Cheerleading Team. Her name is 
Jorja Ruby. 

Jorja has been cheering for Gulf  
Coast since her Freshman year. She 
is an elite athlete and phenomenal 
student as well.She is a Senior this 
year and cheers on the Varsity team.  
Jorja has always been a leader to her 
fellow team mates and this is why 
seh was chosent to be one of the 
team captains. She was also given 
the Herky Award by her teammates 
during last year’s Football Banquet 
for showing outstanding leadership 
and support to other cheerleaders. 

“As a senior cheerleader, receiv-
ing the Herkie Award is such an  
honor. To be noticed by all eighty 
cheerleaders in the Gulf Coast 

High School Cheerleading Program 
makes all the practices, time, effort, 
and dedication the past four years’ 
worth my time. I could not have 
asked for a better program to be 
apart of.”

Though she is graduating this 
year, she still intends on staying 
involved in cheerleading. She was 
invited to be an NCA Instructor at 
last year’s summer camp. By being 
an instructor, she will have the op-
portunity to mentor and nuture other 
future cheerleaders.  

Jorja will be attending a university 
next fall and she fully intends on 
cheering wherever she goes, while 
instructing as well. 

Head Cheer Coach, Ashley Hartz  
knows her captain is a true gem. 
“Jorja is a unique young lady that 
has been a major asset to this cheer-
leading program. She has helped this 
cheerleading program blossom  into 
something very special. Her dedi-
cation and passion for her team and 
peers never goes unnoticed. She is 
someone that cannot and will never 
be replaced.” 

Cougars Become Shark Bait!
JV and Freshman Teams Beat Barron Cougars in Their Den

by Gillian Bradley    
    It was an interesting evening in 
the Cougar Den last Friday night! 
Botht the JV and Freshman Boys 
Basketball Teams were victori-
ous in their games versus Barron 
Collier. The Junior Varsity Team 
beat the Cougars with a final score 
of 73-58. This game was the mark 
of an amazing season for JV team. 
They ended their season with a 
record of 15 wins and only three 
loses. 
     The Freshman team had a very 

 impressive game as well. They beat 
the Cougars as well with a final 
score of 84-57. The Freshman Team 
had a truly amazing season and beat 
the odds with a final record of 19 
wins and only three loses! 
    This season was a great one for 
Shark Basketball. We can’t wait to 
see what next season has in store for 
our teams and what talent may come 
along as well. The Sharks have 
proven once again, that we can make 
anyone shark bait!

by Erin Chiriguayo

Lady Sharks Beat Ida Baker 3-2
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 Almost 31 years ago, a man named Steven 
Avery was convicted of a crime he claimed he 
did not committ. He spent a total of 18 years in 
prison and maintained his innocence even when 
his whole town of Manitowoc thought he was 
guilty. After 18 long years in prison, a simple 
DNA test proved that he was innocent. He was 
exonerated of all charges against him and he 
was released from prison. 

Steven Avery was ready to live his life and 
take back the time that was taken from him. 
Shortly after being exonerated, he sued the Man-
itowoc County Police Department for wrong-
fully accusing him of a crime he did committ. 
Unfortunately for Steven, he would see prison 
again very soon. Shortly after his release, about 
three weeks to be exact, Steven found himself 
the suspect of a crime he once 

again said he did not committ. He was in the 
middle of one of the most grotesque murder 
investigations the State if Wisconsin had ever 
seen. 

The victim this time was Theresa Halbach, a 
photographer who took pictures for the popu-
lar magazine called Auto Trader. She was last 
seen on Steven Avery’s junkyard while taking 
pictures of a car he had there for the magazine.  
Because of this, Steven was at the center of what 
would be a very deep and lengthy investigation 
and it would bring back memories he did not 
want to remember. 

To help prove his statement that he was in-
nocent, Columbia graduate students Laura Ric-
ciardi and Moira Demos decided to document 
everything in a series that would have the world 
questioning whether or not Steven really be-

longed in jail. They originally approached 
HBO and PBS about the documentary but both 
media outlets declined. They finally met with 
Netflix and worked out what would be a ten 
episode series that could be streamed to sub-
scribers. 

The Netflix series is one of the most watched 
docu-series to hit the streaming world. Becasue 
of this release, millions of people have revisted 
Steven’s case and are now wondering if he 
wrongfully accused. The series have also started 
several petitions to exonerate Steven from all 
charges once again. One petition went as far as 
reaching the White House and President Barack 
Obama. The White House responded saying 
they could not interfere with matters of state. 

The Netflix series was made to show the flaws 
our justice system has and how many current 

prisoners may be serving times for crimes 
they did not committ. The series also takes a 
serious stance against the Manitowoc Police 
Department and shows footage of Steven’s lay-
wers accusing law enforcement of framing him 
becasue of the humiliation left from his original 
exoneration. 

The series shows that even though he was 
convicted, there is more to the story than meets 
the eye. To this day, Steven maintains his inno-
cence while trying to argue his case from prison. 

“I am REALLY INNOCENT OF THIS CASE 
AND THAT IS THE TRUTH!!!” Avery wrote. 
“THE TRUTH WILL SET ME FREE.”

The series is currently streaming on Netflix 
and can be watched with a subscription. Which 
side will you choose? Do you think he is guilty? 
Or could he possibly be innocent?
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Steven Avery Case Gains Popularity Due to Netflix Series
Avery Still Says He is Innocent of All Charges 

by Jessica Gardy

 In a video that has been watched more than 
14 million times now, a police officer named 
Bobby White shows up to an outdoor basketball 
court to respond to a noise complaint made by 
a civilian. When he got there, he saw a group 
of kids arguingin while they were playing bas-
ketball. Anyone who watched the video migth 
have thought that this would be a typical video 
of a police officer geting ready to scold the kids 
and make them go home. But Officer White did 
something nobody expected him to do; he joined 
the group of kids and started playing basekt-
ball with them. The entire video was captured 
through the police camera inside the officer’s 
vehicle. The Gainesville Police Department 
released the video on YouTube for the whole 
world to see. 

“We’re going to let kids be kids. We are 
going to focus on the ones that commit crimes. 

#HoopsNotCrime,” the police department said 
in the Facebook post accompanying the video.

Bobby White promied the children that he 
would come back and play basketball with them 
again. He kept his promise to the children and 
showed up for a rematch last Saturday. But once 
again, he did something completely unexpected.  
He showed up with many other police officers 
ready to play basketball and he showed up with 
NBA Legend, Shaquille O’Neal. 

Shaq watched the video and contacted the po-
lice department saying he was interestd in par-
ticipating in the rematch with the officers. Shaq 
showed the children several of his tricks and 
gave them tips on how to improve their game. 

The police department and the children were 
forever grateful to Shaq, acknowledging the im-
pact this would have on the community. 

“These kids will never forget the day Shaq 
rolled up to their house to play.”

   by Sophia Neglio

#HoopsNotCrime Video Goes 
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Top Five Movies of 2015
by Sabrina Rueckner

  To be honest, Adele had us be-
fore “Hello”, as the beloved song 
writer made her welcome return. 

The feverish four-year wait for the 
follow-up to Adele’s triple-plati-
num blockbuster, 21, was unlike 
anything we’ve seen this decade 

– and she didn’t disappoint on this 
thunderous triumph. 25 tells the 
story of a young woman making 
her uneasy peace with adulthood. 
The soaring piano ballad “Rem-
edy” takes on relationship drama 
with fire, while the lighthearted 

“Sweetest Devotion” dances right 
into ecstasy. 

        Top Five Albums of 2015

       Room Spotlight Carol     Inside Out Mad Max: Fury 
Road

By Sabrina Rueckner

Entertainment

No movie this year put audiences 
inside the minds of its characters 
as successfully and as immersive 
as Lenny Abrahamson’s Room. 

The Irish director’s gut-wrenching 
adaptation of Emma Donoghue’s 

2010 novel tells the harrowing sto-
ry of a young woman named Joy 

played by future Oscar winner Brie 
Larson and her 5-year-old son, 
Jack played by Jacob Tremblay, 

who are held prisoner in a square 
10-by-10 shed by a molester 

named Old Nick. The first half of 
the movie chronicles the day-to-
day trials of these two innocent 

people and the fleeting moments of 
grace that Joy manages to fashion 
as she tries to shelter her boy from 

the cruel, unbearable truth.  The 
second half of the movie is set 
in the outside world after their 

escape. The expansive world be-
yond “the room” is its own sort of 
psychological prison. Brie (who’s 
never been better or more expres-
sive) and Jacob (a child actor with 
extraordinary gifts) have remark-
able chemistry. Room may not be 

a pleasant way to spend two hours, 
but great art isn’t about comfort. 

The newspaper business has taken its 
share of body blows in recent years, 
but Spotlight is a reminder of how 
important a free press is to speak 

truth to power. Tom McCarthy’s dev-
astating procedural about The Boston 

Globe’s 2002 Pulitzer-winning ex-
posé revealing decades of sex-abuse 

claims against the local Catholic 
Church onto minors gathers tremen-
dous force without being distasteful. 

It’s a film of subtle moments and 
performances by Michael Keaton, 
Mark Ruffalo, Rachel McAdams, 

Brian d’Arcy James, John Slattery, 
and Liev Schreiber, who understand 
that their characters aren’t the story. 

The story is about grown victims still 
carrying scars, the Catholic Church 
refusing to admit its sins, even the 
media itself, whose complacency 

allowed these crimes to go unreport-
ed for so long. In Spotlight, no one is 
innocent. There’s more than enough 

guilt to go around.

Todd Haynes’ movies have a 
tendency to keep his audiences 
at a polite distance. With Carol, 
the director has given us a love 
story that aches with romantic 
longing. Adapted from Patricia 

Highsmith’s 1952 novel The Price 
of Salt, Haynes’ film chronicles 

the blossoming taboo relationship 
between Cate Blanchett’s Carol, a 
regal New Jersey housewife and 
Rooney Mara’s Therese, a shy 

salesgirl searching for her place 
in the world. Both actresses are 
beyond superb. Set in the early 

1950’s, Carol is a gorgeous time 
capsule capturing the manners and 

hypocrisies of Eisenhower-era 
America. But the movie doesn’t 

judge. It makes a beautiful case for 
love no matter what form it takes. 
To be looked upon and desired, to 
be truly understood, to adore and 
be adored – these are the gifts we 
all hope for. In the end, the heart 
wants what it wants. Nothing else 

matters.

Few studios manage to handcraft 
films as beautifully as Pixar. But 
even by the Bay Are brain trust’s 
own lofty standards, Inside Out is 
a masterpiece of emotional com-

plexity and striking depth. It’s also 
a bit of a bait and switch – a kiddie 
film that speaks directly to parents. 
Directed by Pete Docter, who pre-
viously directed Monsters Inc. and 
Up, this animated funhouse takes 

place inside the head of a big-eyed 
11-year-old girl named Riley, who 

is thrown for a loop when her fami-
ly relocates to an unwelcoming San 

Francisco. Anyone with kids (or 
anyone who’s ever spent 10 minutes 
with a teenage girl) will be all too 

familiar with the swirling emotional 
minefield that makes up Riley’s 

pint-sized brain. The characters are 
Joy, played by Amy Poehler, Fear 

played by Bill Hader, Anger played 
by Lewis Black, Disgust played by 
Mindy Kaling, and Sadness played 
by Phyllis Smith.  Inside Out is full 
of eye-candy silliness and smart-al-
ecky jokes. But the reason it soars 
is that deep down, it’s a bittersweet 
story about the loss of innocence 
and the fleetingness of childhood.

George Miller has spent nearly 15 
years trying to get a new Mad Max 
movie off the ground, which may 

explain why he wastes no time 
feeding his patient fans the action. 
He knows that a decade and a half 
is enough time to sit in suspense. 

For 120 minutes, this movie is filled 
with Souped-up motorcycles, Ni-

tro-fueled muscle cars, and tricked-
out oil trucks. Fury Road not only 

captures the same craziness of Mill-
er’s masterpiece, 1981’s The Road 

Warrior—it’s also a surprisingly hy-
percaffeinated film for a director in 
his fifth decade behind the camera. 
When you get past Miller’s mess of 
crazy action sequences, the message 
is pretty great. Max played by Tom 
Hardy, Furiosa played by Charlize 
Theron, and their band of gypsies 
and thieves race from Point A to 

Point B, realize Point B isn’t what 
they hoped, and race back to Point 
A. What made the first Mad Max 
such a future-shock classic wasn’t 
just its jittery, over cranked action, 

but also its metaphorical depth. This 
film is THE summer action film.

To follow their 2013 debut, CH-
VRCHES simply took what worked 
about that record and amplified it for 
stronger melodies, bigger choruses, 

and more potent feels. This time 
around, the drums kick harder, the 
keyboards sparkle brighter, and the 
choruses embed themselves even 
deeper into your consciousness. 
CHVRCHES often sing of com-

promise, but they rarely engage in 
the act themselves – at least from 

a musical standpoint. The Glaswe-
gian trio’s sophomore record never 
sacrifices honest songwriting for a 
hook. They’re a pleasure to simply 

marvel at. 

Florence Welch’s most personal, 
vulnerable, and moving album to 

date explodes with confusion from 
the very first song, the urgent and 

catchy “Ship to Wreck”. It’s evident 
that she’s poured more personal 
experience into her music.  From 

there, though, it’s the uplifting and 
often anthemic way she exorcis-
es her doubts, fears and anxieties 
that makes the album one of the 

most moving and inspiring breakup 
albums in recent years. the record 
makes for the best kind of concept 

album: a journey on which each song 
she sings has a life of its own.

“We both know that it’s not fashion-
able to love me,” Lana Del Rey sings 
at the beginning of her third album. 
It’s quite a way to kick off Honey-

moon, and exactly the kind of sultry 
gloominess we’ve come to expect 
and love from the queen of moody 
torch-pop. Her transparent persona 
and cool vocals were as alluring as 
ever. But it was the haunting sense 
of heartache and loneliness in her 

fictional stories of the illusioned L.A. 
high-life that made Honeymoon such 
a devastating listen. If Honeymoon 
is any indication, Lana may one day 
serve as someone else’s lyrical short-

hand herself.

Drake undertook a hard-left 
personal rebranding in 2015, a 

process he kicked off in early Feb-
ruary with his fourth full-length 
album, If You’re Reading This 
It’s Too Late. Above all, Drake 

dripped self-confidence, so much 
that even the ghostwriting allega-
tion from his beef with Meek Mill 
couldn’t slow him down. The title 
of the album was widely interpret-
ed as a contract-releasing taunt to 
Cash Money boss Birdman, but it 
could have summed up his year. . 
If You’re Reading This was not an 

album for reserved satisfaction.


